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Dean’s Message 
Dear Faculty, Staff, Students and Friends, 

 

First, I want to say welcome to all new and returning 
students enrolled in our programs this fall.  In today’s 
competitive job market, choosing a degree program 
that will realize your potential and develop or enhance 
your career is often a tough choice.  We are aware that 
there are many options to choose from, and we are 
thrilled that you decided to be part of the CEC family.    
 
At the College of Engineering and Computing, not only you do get to boost your ca-
reer by obtaining a degree in high demand fields, but you also get to network and 
interact with high caliber faculty members and working professional students that 
are continuously in touch and involved with emerging industry issues and 
trends.  For example, your engagement with student organizations, including stu-
dent chapters of professional societies, will further enhance your skills beyond the 
classroom setting. 
 
This fall 2017 newsletter summarizes a few select highlights from faculty, students, 
and alumni and shows what has been happening in the college in 2017, including the 
formation of inaugural Industry Advisory Board.  Our faculty, staff and students con-
tinue to be passionately engaged in professional and scholarly activities and CEC is 
very proud of our amazing students, alumni, faculty and staff featured in this news-
letter, on social media and on the CEC website. 
 
In the wake of Hurricane Irma, I hope that you all fared well during the storm as 
some of us are all still dealing with the effects of it. Rest assured that CEC faculty and 
staff are working with students to ensure that we collectively remain on track as a 
college. I’m looking forward to sharing more success stories with you all and I wish 
everyone success as the term continues. 
 
 
 
 
Yong X. Tao, Ph.D., P.E., FASME 
Dean and Professor 
College of Engineering and Computing 
 

September 2017 
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CEC has partnered with several local businesses in South Florida to create the NSU CEC Industry Advisory Board (IAB). 

Board members include industrial executives, business leaders and distinguished alumni. IAB meets quarterly to 

discuss collaboration on industry relevant research, internship (CPT, OPT and Capstone) opportunities for both 

undergraduate and graduate students, corporate partnerships to promote CEC’s programs and to exchange ideas 

about best practices and emerging industry needs. The board met in May and August this year and will meet again 

before the end of the Fall term.  Board members from industry include:  

 Gerry Angeli, President and General Manager of ACR Electronics, Inc. headquartered in Fort Lauderdale 

 Paul Bianco, Attorney  at Fleit Gibbons Gutman Bongini & Bianco, PL, located in Aventura 

 Wayne Brown, Vice President for Information Technology at Excelsior College in New York 

 Tom Dalton, President and General Manager at KB Electronics 

 Shawn Harrs, Sr. Director at Lennar Corporation in Miami 

 Sean Lin, President of Aspire DMB Group, LLC in Pompano Beach 

 Manuel Miranda, Chair of the Industry Advisory Board, Sr. Vice President Power Delivery at FPL in Juno Beach  

 Peter Moore, Partner at Chen Moore and Associates in Fort Lauderdale  

INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD (IAB)  

Manuel Miranda, also known  as Manny, serves as the chair of 

the IAB committee. He is senior vice president of power 

delivery for Florida Power & Light Company (FPL). He is 

responsible for the planning, engineering, construction, 

maintenance and operations of the company’s transmission, 

substation and distribution facilities.  NSU alumni from the 

School of Business  (MBA), he also  serves on the Board of 

Governors for NSU’s H. Wayne Huizenga School of  Business.  

MANUEL B. MIRANDA 
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“Nova Southeastern University is one of the best cyber 

security colleges in the United States. In fact, both the 

NSA and the Department of Homeland Security desig-

nated NSU as a National Center for Academic Excel-

lence in Information Assurance Education. “ Jun 21, 

2017 , By Chris Brandt, University Herald Reporter. 
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Nova Southeastern University listed as one of 
10 Best Cyber Security Colleges 

Nova Southeastern University (NSU) host-
ed students from Dillard High School’s 
Emerging Computer Technology magnet 
program for a summer program 

International Initiative 

Nova Southeastern University (NSU) hosted students from Dillard High School’s 
Emerging Computer Technology magnet program for a summer program, designed to 
inspire them to explore careers in engineering and technology. Sessions covered top-
ics such as Biomedical Engineering, Database Management, Cybersecurity, Applica-
tion Development, Data Science, and Computer Graphics. Additionally, NSU support-
ed a field trip to eMerge Americas, a technology conference in Miami to kick off the 
camp. 

The camp is part of the university’s longstanding commitment to increasing the expo-
sure of engineering and technology to young men and women from underserved 
populations. “Partnerships between NSU and area schools are a key to sparking inter-
est in College and pursuing majors in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math,” 
said Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D., Associate Provost for the university.  While at NSU, the 
Dillard High School students also were exposed College Essay Writing and Career 
Planning. “Our hope is that through these experiences, we will turn the Dillard High 
students on to careers in these high demand fields,” said Greg Simco, Ph.D., Chair 
and Professor, Department of Engineering and Computer Science. 

Nova Southeastern University’s College 

of Engineering And Computing 

Strengthens Key Alliances with Latin 

America Universities. As part of its 

ongoing effort to foster global educa-

tion, research and international coop-

eration, Nova Southeastern Universi-

ty’s (NSU) College of Engineering and 

Computing (CEC) signed several memo-

randums of understanding with Latin 

America universities attending the 15th 

annual Latin American and Caribbean 

Consortium of Engineering Institutions 

(LACCEI) International Multi-

Conference for Engineering, Education, 

and Technology on July 2017. 
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Corporate Corner  

 CEC is happy to announce 

a new corporate partner-

ship with Jackson Health 

Systems, where employ-

ees from JHS will have 

access to discounted tui-

tion rates  

 

 

 

 

 On  January 12th, Dean 

Yong Tao met with key 

personnel from Florida 

Power and Light to discuss 

ways academia and indus-

try can  collaborate. The 

meeting ending with FPL 

extending an offer to 

Dean Tao and select facul-

ty for a private tour of the 

their Miami facilities.  

CEC Celebrated National Engineer’s Week  

National Engineers Week (Feb 19-25) is a time to celebrate how engineers 
make a difference in our world. Nova Southeastern University’s College of 
Engineering and Computing celebrated its 1st engineering week by hosting 
over 50 students from Stranahan and Blanche Ely High School’s Engineering 
Magnet programs in an exciting day on campus. Students participated in a 
hands-on  biomedical engineering activity led by CEC’s professors, Dr. Ma-
nuel Salinas and Dr. Marti Snyder and NSU undergraduate engineering stu-
dents. To end the day, CEC organized a “Meet an Engineer” session for the 
students. Guest speaker was Thomas J. Pack, Vice President of New Product  
Development for ACR Electronics, Inc. the leading development center for 
emergency beacons and survival gear. Pack shared obstacles he encountered 
and overcame in the engineering field. He talked about how even though 
engineering curriculum in school is difficult, the pay-offs/rewards and career 
opportunities are amazing.  He also gave the students advice on different 
career paths within engineering (bio, environmental, aeronautical) and en-
couraged them to “stick to it.” 
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The College of Engineering and Computing (CEC) in conjunction with the Cell 
Therapy Institute at NSU held a joint symposium on Thursday March 9th, 
2017, named the Translational Medicine, Engineering, and Computing (Trans-
MEC) Research Symposium. The event was co-chaired by Dr. Richard Jove, 
Director of the Cell Therapy Institute and Distinguished Research Professor, 
and Dr. Yair Levy, Professor of Information Systems and Cybersecurity, CEC. 
The topics presented ranged from stem cell based therapy for advanced car-
diovascular diseases, innovative new cancer therapies, advanced computa-
tional modeling for engineered tissue formation, cybersecurity and social 
engineering, molecular biology and genomics to understanding the deep sea 
and marine organisms. The event was organized to promote additional multi-
disciplinary and computational intensive research projects that can help con-
tinue excel NSU into a leading research institution. 

CEC and NSU's Cell Therapy Institute Hosted 
Joint Research Symposium 
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Dean Yong Tao gave keynote speech at SQL Saturday at NSU—June 2017 

Dr. Yong Tao, Dean and Professor, College of Engi-

neering and Computing hosted the Interdiscipli-

nary Data Structure for Collaborative Research in 

Sustainable Human-Building Ecosystems (SHBE) 

Workshop on June 5-6 at NSU Art Museum with 

the support from Bonnie Clearwater, Director and 

Chief Curator of NSU Art Museum. The workshop 

was aimed at bringing together professionals from 

multiple disciplines, i.e., architects, civil engineers, 

electrical engineers, mechanical engineers, com-

puter scientists, social scientists, psychologists, 

and social/ public policy experts. 
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CEC hosted Interdisciplinary Data Structure 
for Collaborative Research in Sustainable Hu-
man-Building Ecosystems (SHBE) Workshop 
June 5-6, 2017 at NSU Art Museum 

SQL Saturday is a training event for SQL Server profes-

sionals which focuses on local speakers, providing a vari-

ety of high-quality technical sessions, and making it all 

happen through the efforts of volunteers. CEC assisted 

with hosting the event and nearly half of the attendees 

to the keynote session were CEC alumni. 
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Shark Success—Faculty Highlights 

 Drs. Martha Snyder and Laurie Dringus received a 18th Annual President's Faculty Research and De-
velopment Grant Title: Usable Remote Monitoring Technologies: Informal Caregivers' Perspectives 
PI: Marti Snyder Co-PI: Laurie Dringus NSU Collaborators: Dr. Ron Chenail (CAHSS) and Ms. Elizabeth 
Oviawe (College of Osteopathic Medicine and current IS doctoral student) External Collaborator: Dr. 
Manon Maitland-Schladen, Georgetown University Collaborative Centers: College of Engineering and 
Computing - Dean Yong Tao, Ph.D. and College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, Dean 
Honggang Yang, Ph.D.—May 2017 

 Drs. Martha Snyder and Manuel Salinas were recognized for serving as PFRDG reviewers.—May 
2017 

 Dr. Steven Terrell received a 15th Annual Quality of Life Faculty Community-Based Applied Research 
Grant Title: Developing After-School Program to Increase STEM Interest, Awareness and Knowledge of 
Young Hispanic Females in a Title I Middle School PI: Dr. Steven R. Terrell CoPI: Dr. Dierdre Krause 
(College of Nursing) NSU Collaborator: Bruce Campbell Community Partners: Conniston Middle School, 
The School District of Palm Beach County; South Florida Science Center and Aquarium Collaborative 
Centers: College of Engineering and Computing, College of Nursing—May 2017 

 

Dr. Yair Levy, Professor of Information 

Systems and Cybersecurity at NSU’s Col-

lege of Engineering and Computing (CEC), 

was invited by the FBI Miami Field office to 

participate in a panel of experts in the 

South Florida Corporate Security Symposi-

um, hosted by the US Department of 

Homeland Security, this week. Dr. Levy 

was on a panel discussion about cyber 

mitigation and response.  

 This symposium brought together experts 

to discuss very critical topics such as Do-

mestic Terrorism Threat, International 

Terrorism Threat, Economic Espionage, 

Cyber Threat and more.—August 2017 
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Shark Success—Student Highlight 

CEC doctoral student Tyler Pieron presented his paper at AMCIS in 

Boston, August 2017. Tyler is a second year PhD student here at 

NSU's College of Engineering and Computing. Tyler said he chose NSU 

because we are NSA recognized and the fact that he can attend 

school remotely. He is expected to earn his PhD degree in Infor-

mation Assurance in 2019. Tyler works for the Department of De-

fense and Intelligence Community. AMICS was his first time attending 

an academic conference as a presenter, he was also selected for the 

Doctoral Consortium. His paper's title was "Election of Privacy En-

hanced Communication: An Extension of the UTAUT2 Theory". And 

he explains that It basically proposes a new way to understand how 

the perception of privacy influences consumer and user choices in 

regards to software. Tyler says that "Balancing school, work and fami-

ly commitments is challenging but possible because of a great sup-

port system where my employer, my professors, and my family all 

support my education. Time management is also critically important 

as is staying on task by focus on meeting immediate requirements 

while also working towards the end goal, which is of course, gradu-

ating." 

 

The 2017 HIMSS Annual Conference & Exhibition, February 19–23, 2017 in Orlando, brought togeth-

er 40,000+ health IT professionals, clinicians, executives and vendors from around the world. CEC 

Ph.D. student, William C. Reed presented on “Portal Use Factors: The Keys to Patient Portal Adop-

tion” which decribed the factors studies have identified as affecting patient portal use and dis-

cussed approaches to address these factors and enhance patient portal adoption and utilization. 

William C. Reed, FHIMSS, FCHIME, is Executive Vice President and Partner for Huntzinger Manage-

ment Group (HMG), a management consulting company specializing in healthcare information man-

agement. In his more than 35 years of professional healthcare experience he has operated in CEO, 

COO and CIO roles. 
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Shark Success—Student Highlight 

Meet Ann-Marie Horcher. She won best poster award at 

the Symposium On Usable Privacy and Security (SOUPS) 

event that took place this past July in Santa Clara, CA 

this year.  

25 posters were accepted out of 50 submitted.   
When asked about how she felt about this recognition, 
Ann-Marie said: “This is recognition from the most 
respected researchers in the field of my work.  It makes 
me feel like I have arrived as a researcher, and people 
are interested in and excited about my work. “ 

CEC students attend eMerge Americas Conference amongst many global leaders. 

CEC students had the opportunity to rub shoulders with buyers, entrepreneurs and 

investors from across the Americas and the rest of the world. The event included 

summits, networking events, startup competitions and more. 

EMERGE 
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Staff—Aline Silva, Business Development Specialist. Aline is an inter-

national marketing and business development professional with over 

20 years of experience in various industries.  She graduated with a dou-

ble major in Management and International Business, and later ob-

tained a MBA with emphasis in Marketing. She is passionate about 

traveling abroad and understanding cultural differences. Originally 

from Brazil, she is also a wife, mother and triathlete in training.   Email: 

asilva2@nova.edu 

Faculty—Dr. Ajoy Kumar, Visiting Professor for CEC.  He 

has a doctorate in Network Security and will be teaching 

undergraduate students Data structures, programming 

and web technology. His research has been on Network-

ing, Cybersecurity and Security Patterns. He is in Room 

No.4054 of De Santis building. Please stop by to say hello 

to him.  He is passionate about teaching and tennis and an 

avid world traveler and is originally from India.  

Students—CEC faculty and staff welcomed new class of 

Doctoral students from all over the USA this Fall 2017 - 

California, Texas, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Tennessee, Mas-

sachusetts, Oklahoma, Alabama, Florida and we even had 

a student from Vancouver!! We wish these new sharks all 

the best in their new journeys. “Do the difficult things 

while they are easy and do the great things while they are 

small. A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step” – Lao Tzu 

 

 

Welcome to CEC! Providing educational programs of 

distinction, CEC prepares   stu-

dents for leadership roles in the 

computer and information scienc-

es field.  With internationally rec-

ognized faculty, innovative curric-

ula, and flexible online and cam-

pus-based formats for its four 

Bachelor of Science (Computer 

Engineering, Computer Science, 

Information Technology and Engi-

neering with concentrations in 

Biomedical and Industrial)  four 

Master of Science, (Computer 

Science, Management Infor-

mation Systems, Information As-

surance and Cybersecurity and 

Information Technology)  and 

three Ph.D. programs (Computer 

Science, Information Assurance 

and Information Systems),  CEC’s 

graduates are sought after around 

the world.  

Designated a National Center of 

Academic Excellence in Infor-

mation Assurance Education, our 

information   assurance curricu-

lum is recognized by the U.S. De-

partment of Homeland Security 

and the National Security Agency.  

About CEC: 

Contact Us! 

College of Engineering and Computing 

Nova Southeastern University 

3301 College Avenue 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

 

Main: 800-986-2247 

(954) 262-2000 

 

Student Services: 954-262-2031 

Dean’s Office: 954-262 –2035   

 

www.cec.nova.edu  

 

 Social Media 

Get access to the latest news, announcements, 

events and more by connecting with us on social 

media! 

 

Facebook 

Twitter 

LinkedIn  

 

http://www.cec.nova.edu
https://www.facebook.com/novaseucec/
https://twitter.com/NSU_CEC
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/112186

